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Welcome to the new Newsletter
from Harris Cartier Solicitors

By Paisl Morris, Chief Execulive

I am truly very pleased to
welcome you Ba this the Tirst
issue of Legal-i. e have
worked wery hard ower the
last few months on introduc:
ing aur new name and an the
transitbon from Partnershig
to Limited Liability Partner-
ship (LLP).

For some years we have
worked in asociation with
Lawrence Cartier and his pr-
actice Cartier B Co from our
Lomdon office in Lincaln's Inn,
The changs of name has rec-
ogrised thiz joint venture
and the greater level of
service that we ane able to
provide from the heart of the
country’s legal establishment,

This evolution of our name
recognives both our past and
cantinulg strengths bn owr
more traditional areas and
our change to LLP is seen by

us & a natural progression

to a corporate  structure

which better reflects the
business  environment  in
which we aperate.

Owr personal injury and cfi-
nical negligence department
cantinues 1o grosw in stature
and recognition within this
sector of the industry Qur
services have been required
throughoul the UK and we
are happy to have been able
to help families when they
thiught thesir case  was
hopelass,

The commercial depart-
ment noew operates from both
London end Sough and main-
tains itz high standard of
service to businesses based
i the kocal area and nation-
wide, We strive Lo provide
bath & personal and profess-
wnal service, seeking at all
tirmed Lo provide sslutions Lo
our cleEents” needs which we
hope s=ets uws apart from
masch of our competition

Privabe clients remain very
wmportant to us, 5o much so
that we have expanded our
service provided over the
years to include wealth man-
agement and tax advice as
well as the more traditional
areas of conveyancing, wills,
trusts, probate and family

A New Look...

In line with ouwr change of
name and the conversion Lo
a Limited Liability Partner-

hip, we ane refurbishing our

alfices in Sleugh. Eventually

both ‘Windsor Crowm House

and Marlborough House offic-
es will be redesigned. We
have made a start with
our  recepthon at Windsor
Crown House,
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matters.

Having Ehis strength in
depth will allow us to face
the challenges of the future
frowm a pasition where we can
be confident that we will
continue to deliver on our
core values, 'We are passion-
ate about our clients and our
pepple and strive for excell-
ence in everything we dao.

Future ssues of this nows-
lestber will give you our viesws
on current reatters that we
think will be of interest, 'We
will endeavour Lo focus on
kay legal issues and changes
that effect both our private
and corporate clients alike,
We will also seek to develop
a stronger and less formal
retationship with our clients
to emwre that wherever pos-
gible we focus an your nesds
and ConCerms.

| welcome your comments
and suggestions on Legal-l
and If you feel that we can
assist you in any way please
do not hesitate to contact us
an the contact details given,
| hope that you will find
Legal-1 both interesting and

Indadmialive,
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Prlvate Client News

Ingnid Camner

We are pleased to announ-
ce that Ingrid Conner joined
Harris Cartier LLP in April
2005 as Head of the Wills,
Trust, Tax and Probate Dep-
artment,

Irgrid works clossly with
hier clbents, assisting them to
mangge  their  financial
affairs, offering advice on
the preparation of Wills and

the drafting of Trusts for
family provision and to miti-
gate fax. It is now, for
example, very simple for a
husband and wife with a
combined estate of £550,000

to d@ve E110,000 in b
tance Tax with the simple
implementation of [Hscretio-
nary Will Trusks,

Making a WHl gives you
the opportumity to decide
how you want your money,
possessions and properly to
b divided after your death
and to minimise the tax labi-
lities which pour estate may
Incur gn death.

Ingrid heads wup a special-
ist Probate Team who can
deal with the administration

of your estatle in g sympathe-
tic and professional manmnear,

With her background in Liti-
gation, Ingrid is also able to
ssist clients with Contenti-
ous Probate, dealing with
claims  apainst the estate,
relatives thatl Teel they have
nol been adequately proyvid-
ed for under the deceased’s
Will, or where it is believed
thers hat been maladminist-
ration of the deceased’s
affairs during their lifetime
or after death,

Elderly people Tace the poi-
sibifity of loosimg some
mental capacity as they
grow older. [lness or acci-
dent can have simillar conse-
quences at any age. It &
possible o protect  wour
family Tram the incomenient
and serfous consaquences of
these situations by setting up
an  Emnduring Power of

The Cartier
Connection

Lawrente Lamear

The development of Harris
Cartier LLP k5 an exciting
prospect for all concerned.
When the proposal was made
far Harris Cartwright to
change its name to Harris
Cartier LLP | agreed without
hesitation, My association
with the firm over the prey-
ious 4 years had demonstrat-
cd o me that we shared the
same core values of profeds-
ionalism and quality services
for our clients.

Since 1988 | have chosen to
practise as a Sole Practition-
er under the name of Cartier
B Co. For the last 10 years
my offices have besn in
Lincoln's lnn, the centre of

“legal Landon” from whene |
have provided my clients
wilh specialist advice over &
wide range of disciplines in-
cluding tn partécular corpor-
ate and commercial matiers,

In recent years | have
become increasingly volved
for several of my clients,
both locally and multijuris-
dictionally, i substantial
high profile commercial Liti-
gation, As a result of the
rapid growth of this side of
my practice | recognised the
need to expand the base of
my practice to accommodate
the growing needs of my
clients. However, | have also
always been consclous of the
need to ensure that any
expansion did nal comprom-
ise the individuality of my
o invodvement in matters
which have been fundamental
to the notable successes
which have been achieved.,

In the yesar 2000 | met Paul
Horrs, the managing partner,
and 4tephen Fuller, the
senior commercial partner,
of Harris Cartwright {as the
name was at the timel.
There was an immediate syn-
ergy of ideas and objectives,
Each of us recognited that an

association between our res-
pective firms would be mat-
ually bereficial but would
develop only if we created
the environment for this to
aceur. Matters did develop 90
that in the year 2002 Stephen
Fuller mowed from Slough to
London full téme. Stephen
and hs team provided the
ideal mix of legal knowledge,
pragmatism and professicnal -
s wihikch my clients needed
and appreciated. At the same
time, when required. | have
been able to provide my own
specialist services to the eli-
ents of Harris Cartier.

As anticipated the associat-
fon between our respective
firms  hes  been  highly
successful and the progress
continues with the formation
al Hairls Cartier LLPE  We
bath strive to 2ive our clients
a personal and friendly but
highly professignal  service.
We avold problems whenever
possible and, where they
exist, do our best tosolve
them in a cost effective way

The associatbon has been
beneficial not ondy for ws but
also, and most importantly,
for our clients who have the
benefit of the breadth and
depth of the extended exper-
tise available. As & result |
belleye the future is bright
and may we long continue to
provide o our clients the ser
wiced they réquire with the
commitment thay need.

Attorney. Appointing an at-
torney to act on one's behalf
in  the evenl ol serious
mental incapacity 5 a wery
simple, convenient and in-
expensive device,

A well a4 the law, Ingrid
also has a background in Tax
and assists clients on the
consequences of any changes
in family or business circwm-
stances.

Ingrid is a member of The
Law Sockely, The Bar Council
of England and ‘Wales, The
Society of Trust and Estate
Prachitionars, The Alzkeimers
societies Panel of Solicitors
and The Cancer Research
Free Will Service.

Tin ke &N appoenfment
with Ingrid ca8 01753

T34E9 or mmail
loommer2hclaw. couuk

Talking
Principals

Greg Oee

Wie are plessed (o announce
that Greg Bes becams a
Principal of Harris Cartier
LLPF on 15t August 2007, Greg
completed his training with
is in August 1997 and since
his gqualification has special-
tsed exclusively in personal
injury wark. Greg has assist-
ed and continued with a
nunber of catastraphic brain
and spénal cord Enjury cases
which Harris Cartier has dealt
with aver recent years, meast
notably Bleseuvel w Birrell
[1000 PIGR C6E].

He also has his own comples
and high value cases in the
High Court and currenily
deals with a range of multi
track and fast track matters
including fatal accident
claims. &5 & Principal he will
alsa have & supervisory role
ift the pecaonal injury depsart-
ment, Greg is a member of
the Association of Personal
njury Laswyers (APIL) and the
College of Persanal Injury
Law,



Choosing the Right Business Vehicle
The Limited Liability Partnership

By Joanna Duncan,
Commercial Salicitar

When embarking on a busi-
ness  wenture, ong ol the
principal considerations is tha
choice of business wehicle,
Traditionally, comméerncial and
tax planning eivice has oon-
sidarad the private  Emited
compary and the partnership
as the bast options for small
busanesses,

Howewer, the emergence of

the Lirited Lishility Partrser-
ship Acl 2000 created an
altemative business  entity
callad the Limited Liabiliby
Partnership or LLP, Although
it was orlginally intended to
benefit professional firms of
lawyers and accountants, the
strength of the LLP business
vehicle has seen it become
the favouwred option for small
and medium siaed businesses
thrcaaghout the wider busin-
855 cormmunity,

In contrast to existing forms
of partnership, the LLP s &
separate legal entity and
offers the limited kability of &
private company. Members
act as partmership agents so
ofligations  accrue in the
narme of the LLP rather than
the jont names of its indhvid-
wal  members. The only
personal liability that attach-
a5 to the members 5 In
respect of either their pre-
determined  contribution  to
partmership funds should the
LLP be dissohed or wiound up,
or to thind parties for any act
of negligence or wisngdoing
(members are advised to
hiold Professional Indemnity
Insurance to oower swech an
aweniuality],

Tha LLP also offers businesses

corporate status, which brings
added credibility amongst cus-
tomers and suppliers. LLPs can

Harris Cartier Line up on the
Grn:l with Ferrari Maseratl

On 15th Jume, Harrs Cartler
gntersd a peam in a karting
day nm by Feran Maserati

LIK Lid cafled Slough: Race for

the Future, It was a day des-
igned to get some of the

major corporate  names from
gner o
place for

Slaugh together In
promola Slough a5 a
business. So Harris Cartier
lizd wp with Slough Estates,
alaxg Smith Khne, Black B

Decker, L Electronles, 02 and

Masterfoods among others o
condast a karting trophy,
Chiefl Executhe Paul Norrs

L

lead the team supported by
Dean hicholls {Prindpal) and
Gavin Reig (1T Manager ),
Unsurprisingly Ferrarl, wikh
their team of test drivers,
wan the tophy bt Harrs
Cartier finighed in e top hall
and were gefgrmined o im-
prowe thelr perfformance next
tirrae,

The day was fun and provid-
ed an occasion for kocal blisin-
es5es o come togethar and
chak abouk areps of common
interest. However the day
was promoting a more serous
mesmge, I businesses fike
these chose to wirk in Sacgh;
It must be dolng something
right and perhaps the media
irmage ol the town S all wiang.

-

find It easier to bormow from
Banks due to their ability to
give Toating charges over
assets — something ordinany
partnerships cannct do and
an additional advantage s
that LLPs will be taxed as
partnerships not as compan-
ies. Profits and kosses will flow
through the members them-
selves rather than corporation
ke being levied on the corp-
oration's entire income and
capital gaing.

Factor in the fiexibility to
operate day to day like an
ardinary partnarship and it's
clear that the LLP becomes a
serious proposition for the
smaller business. The strick

rudes concerning shasne capital,

management megtings, and
resolutions, which govemn i-
mited companies, do not
apply, These are the matters
for private agreement, wsualby
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formalised in a written LLP
agreement. This relative sim-
plicity of operation makes the
LLP a lower cost option than
the limited compamy.

However, the LLP modd
does Impoese certain reguine-
ments. Personal guarantees
from LLP members are often
reqpuined, just as they are
often required from directors
of limited companies. And as
with limited companies, LLPs
have o make their snnual
accounts public by filing them
at Companies House, which
can be b time Comsuming and
expensive task, But when sat
agalnst the myrad benefits,
these requirements are of
shght concern, LLP  stahus
clearly offers substantial and
attractive commarcial benefits
ta the small and medium
Iusiness,

More Competition Law Fines

Scottish roofing contractors fined for

collusive bidding

I Juily ix roofing cantr-
Actors were Tound to have
agreed to fix the prices of
flat roofing services in
Weitern-Central Scotland
through collusive tender-
ing. They have been fined
almast £260,000 in total
(reduced Lo Akl
£138,000 by leniency} by
the Office of Fair Trading.

All local businesses ought
to be aware that they are
not allowed to fix prices or
agree bids between them.
It can be wensible to havwe a
competithon Law compliance
programms in place which
we can draft for you 5o all
staff know what they can
and cannot do. This helps
awoid 104 of turnover fines
which the OFT has powers
to level. In addition in July
the OFT annownced that it
had searched the premises
of 22 companies in Notting-

hamshire, Lelcestershire,

Derbyshire and South Yark-

shire under warrant as part
of an nvestigation into
allegations of collusive

tendering for  public and
private contracts in  the
construction industry bet-
ween 2000 and 2005. The
imvestigation is currently
bemg condwcted under the
OFT's civil powers under the
Competition Act 1998, How-
ever, the OFT doss nol rule
out the possibility that the
imvestigation may uncover
some behaviors in breach of
the criminal cartel affence
under section 188 of the
Enterprise Act 2002,

1P s sl Blke aovice on
what you can and cannot do

In this area, contact F'-|1
bOhokia an 017 ;
pmal rohoEaiE s o, Uk
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Harris Cartier Win over £1m for Child with Cerehral Palsy

Our  Clinical  MNegligence
team has recently been able
bz obtain a particuarly good
settlement for a family
whose baby daughter suffer-
ed severe disabilities due to
mismanagement by  the
hospital at her Birth.

The family has had fo move
tx a3 more suitable house.
Their daughter suffers from
Cerebral Palsy and Cortical

Blindness which results in her
befng wnable 1o do amything
for herself, requiring
constant care and attention,
The family were keen o
have gn award that provided
suitabde income for the entire
life of their daughter and the
follgwing  settlement  was
agreed by the court . A lump
sum of E650,000 plus annual
payments of L85,000 until 11

Offshore Savings

Offshore bank accounts are
no longer beyond the reach
of the UK tax authorities. &
nevw EL (rective, the Savings
Tax Directive, was introduced
an 1 July 200% and reguires
member states and a number
of npon-members either to
report interest paid on sav-
ings accounts to customers
who are resident 0 another
member ate to the Lax

authorities in that state or
alternatively to impose a
the

withholding tax on

-ty

We value our clients' opinions so tell us what you think of Legal-i,

Please send your commen

Cheryl Hollick, Marketing Administrator at chollick&hclaw, co, uk

For more information on Harris Cartier LLP visit wwes holaw.co.uk

This will enable the UK's
Revenue & Customs  to
double-check the information
provided on the self-assesum-
ent forms of UK taspayers.
Howeewer, it should not result
in higher taxz biils, because
UK residents are already re-
quired to declare and pay
tax on income [rom whatever
SOUICE,

The EU has negotiated sav-
ings tax agroements with the
astociated and dependent
territores of the UK and He-
therlands  lincluding  the
Channel Blamds, the lsle of
Man and offshore centres bn
the Caribbean amnd Pacific)
and with Andorra, Liechen-
stedin, San Marino, Monaco
and Switzerland. Meanwhile,
Belgium, Luxembourg and
dustria  have megotiated a
clauze which allows them Lo
charge a flat withholdirg tax
on interest rather than
provide the required infor-
mation. This started at 15%
and will climb to 20% in 2008
and 35% in 2011,

ks, opinions or suggestions to

years oid, £95,000 from 11-
1% amd C165,000 Trom age 19,
These amounts are to be inc-
reased in fine with the Retail
Prices Index.

Chirid Gooderidge owr Princ-
ipat im charge of Clincal
Hegligence group has said
that he was very happy that
Harris Cartier could help this

family to provide the settlem-

enk they needed to give their

Four types of savings income
are covered, namely interest
from bank accounts: interest
from Government securities
and corporate bonds; distr-
ibutions from unit trusts and
other collective investments
where at least 158 of the
assels are invested in deblt;
and redemgtions from funds
with at least 4% of its assets
in fixed income securities.
Condequently, most equity-
based investments  are
exciuded.

The Directive does not
mention  trusts, but the
indications are that
payments made by trustecs
of Lrusts under which bene-
ficlaries are entitled to
income will be caught, but

240 Miles
for Charity

Faul Horris, our Chief Exec-
ulive, supports The Who
Cares? Trust, a charity that
supports children living in
retidential or (oster care

throughaut the UK. Last year,

he and is wife cycled 130
miles across the West Count-
ry Tar the charity, but this

Chei Gaaderiiige
daughter all the care and at-
tention she needs both now
and for the rest of her life,

payments from discretionary
trusts will not.

One way of aveiding the
impact of the Drective |5
to imvest in Deferred Interest
&coounts, which accrue in-
terest on a daily basis but do
not eredit it Lo the customer
until the account is closed.

July they took on a much
greater chaltenge. They, and
a growp of 45 othors, cycled
to Paris, & total of 240 miles,
We are pleased to report that
Paul succeeded in his quest
without too many aches and
pains, but he did improve his
shills in puncture repalr, thres
inone day! More serously he
and his fellow cyclists were
able vo raise a greal amounl
for & worthwhile chariby

he

harris cartier

solfciters

Windsor Crown House Mg, 1 Hew Square
7 Windsor Road Lincaln's Inn
Slough Landan

SL1 2D% WCA 354

Maim Switchboard: 01753 B10710

Email: enquiries®hclaw. co.uk
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